Here I Am topic: Thanksgiving
Foundation Stage 1/2
Suggested activities: 

Choose from the following list according to the time available.
Recognise/Reflect/Respect

· Pupils think about some of the things that are done for them at home – role-play some of these.
· Make thank you cards for those who help us.

· Using a paint programme on the computer – draw things that others at home do for us.

· Provide templates of hearts to colour and write a simple thank you to those who help us.

· Listen to ‘For all that you do’ (44) – either draw to the song or perform a dance.

· Using simple sign language – display different ways to thank others.
Revelation (Relate)

· Circle map ways we say thanks at Church. (Use artefacts/pictures to aid discussion)

· Draw picture of ways people give thanks in church. Write sentence about what they are doing and how they feel.

· Think of times in our lives when we can thank others- draw these and share with one another.
· Read ‘Thank you for Jesus’- pupils adopt different roles and re-enact. 
· Design simple prayer cards of thanks.

· Provide postcard templates to colour and write a simple sentence of thanks to ‘post’ into a thank you ‘post box’.

Rejoice

· Celebrate the topic with a themed time entitled ‘Thank you everyone’- this could finish with the children sharing some of the work they have produced themselves, as individuals or as a class.
             RE Assessment for Learning - Links to the EARLY LEARNING GOALS

TOPIC: Thanksgiving
Many illustrations from “God’s Story” 1 and “Church’s Story” 1 CD-ROMs can be used to resource this topic   

	Personal, social and emotional development 
	

	· Pupils use some stories, including those from the Bible, as a stimulus to reflect on their own feelings and experiences and explore them in various ways
	After hearing ‘Thank you God’ children could :

· Discuss/draw/role play the message

· Reflect on our own experiences of Mass

· Draw symbols/pictures for some of the words and actions mentioned (AT 1 i) 
 Church’s Story 1 

	· Using a story as a stimulus, pupils reflect on the words and actions of characters and decide what they would have done in a similar situation
	After sharing and discussing the Key questions on page 276 and discussing the content, children could

· Share what they and others have experienced of the Mass

· Draw pictures/symbols linked to the Mass  (AT1 iii)

	· Using role-play as a stimulus, pupils talk about some of the ways in which people show love and concern for others and why this is important
	· Role-play the story ‘Thank you for Jesus’

· Ask questions of the different ‘characters’ about what they saw and heard.

 ( AT 1 iii)

	· Pupils think about issues of right and wrong and how humans help one another
	· Talk about those people in the story and how we can say thank you to God. (AT 1 iii)

	Communication, language and literacy
	

	· Pupils have opportunities to respond creatively, imaginatively and meaningfully to memorable experiences
	· Think about the people and things we have in our lives- draw a picture or write a simple prayer of thanks to God. (AT 2 i)

	· Using a religious celebration as a stimulus, pupils talk about special events associated with the celebration
	· With the children, discuss the Mass. using some of the words, phrases and symbols mentioned in the story (page 276)  (AT 1 ii)

	· Through artefacts, stories and music, pupils learn about important religious celebrations
	· Listen to some of the songs and prayers on page 277 –draw pictures of these.  (AT 1 ii)

· Invite the children to bring in their own ‘church books’- share these with others, looking at the pictures/words.

	Knowledge and understanding of the world
	

	· Pupils ask and answer questions about religion as it occurs naturally within their everyday experience
	· Encourage the children to think about how they thank God within their everyday life through their thoughts and actions.

       (AT 2 ii)

	· Pupils are able to identify a special place for prayer in the classroom
	· Throughout the topic refer to and refresh the class prayer area, using related pictures and prayers.(AT 1 ii)

	· Pupils visit the local church
	· Pupils could visit the local church to meet the priest and talk to him about the Mass and see some of the artefacts mentioned.

(AT 1 ii)

	· Pupils handle religious artefacts with curiosity and respect
	· Whilst in church the children can have opportunity to see the altar, tabernacle, Bible etc. – they may sketch/draw these.                                        (AT 1 ii) 

	· Having visited a place for prayer, or the parish church, pupils learn new words associated with the place, showing respect
	· Allow the children to discuss what they heard and saw within the church. Discuss any new words or symbols and their meaning.(AT 2 ii)

	Creative development
	

	· Using religious artefacts as a stimulus, pupils think about, and express, meanings associated with the artefact
	· Using some of the artefacts from the story and some of the children’s own mementos create a class collage/memory board. (AT 2 ii) 

	· Pupils share their own experiences and feelings, and those of others, and are supported in reflecting on them
	· Allow the children to share their own experiences of the Mass (AT 2 i)
· Compose a class prayer of thanks to Jesus in the form of a litany (p.277)


*Attainment target references provide a guide as to the specific area of learning for a given task

Further suggestions for ‘Free Play’ activities and Learning Environment opportunities;

· Provide some of the songs (p.277) to listen to and materials to create a picture from what we hear.
· Provide dressing-up clothes, a doll, water and a candle for children to role-play a Baptism.

· Provide some artefacts/pictures/photographs associated with Mass for children to study, discuss and sketch.

· Invite the children to play a matching game whereby they match the picture/object with the correct sign, symbol or name, related to their church visit/ Mass

· Create simple ‘jigsaw’ pictures (related to the Mass/church) for the children to reconstruct and name.

· Make different Thank you cards to God using a series of templates 

     (Church, cross, heart)

· Provide pictures for children to ‘drag and drop’ on the computer (altar, cross, pews, prayer book) – name and label these.

