SOME SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT THE ‘SELF GIVING’ TOPIC

Below are SOME EXAMPLES of the kind of activities you might use to ensure sufficient level of challenge for each level of attainment in some of the strands. Setting the right activities and using the right language is key at the planning stage. 

Adapt archived material from some of the other topics to give you more ideas.

Level 1

AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Recognise some religious stories

· After reading/discussing ‘No chocolate biscuits!’, ask the children to identify the key words, phrases and symbols which tell you it is a religious story. Explore the messages within. 
· Discuss the Key questions and draw/write the main parts of the story.

· Collect a number of pictures of actions that are self-giving.(e.g. Church’s Story 2 p66-7) and then pictures telling of the self-giving of Jesus  (e.g. Church’s Story 2 70, 72 and 73

 As an individual, small group or class activity, ask pupils to: identify and name which     pictures are ‘religious’.

AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual – Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases

· Create an individual/class collage for Lent of words, symbols and pictures based on the stories and discuss the content.
· Create a range of Easter/Lent signs and symbols for the children to match with the meaning and discuss their choices. 

· Using some of the pictures from Church’s Story 2 p72-75 ask the children to talk about/label/write/scribe what they see and what is happening, using religious words and phrases.

· In pairs, small groups or individually, make a large ‘mind map’ or wall chart called ‘LENT and EASTER’. Include drawings, words, phrases, symbols etc from the learning.

AT1(iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – recognise that people, because of their religion, act in a particular way

· Imagine you are Jesus – how do you feel. Record in simple words/pictures.

· Imagine you are one of the friends of Jesus or Mary his mother – say how you feel. Prepare questions to ask one another.

· Prepare a simple diary for children to complete outline events from Good Friday to Easter Sunday.

· At the end of ‘Relate’ present children with the question ‘How and why do Christians help other people?  Direct pupils to use all their previous learning to help them answer the question. Pupils can choose how to present their findings. 
AT2 (i):_ Engagement with their own and others’ beliefs and values – Talk about their own experiences and feelings

· Listen and talk to one another about our own experiences of giving during Lent.
· Fill in simple ‘thought bubbles’ with any pictures, symbols or words which reflect our experiences and feelings.
· Jesus is Alive! – discuss your emotions and feelings. How did Jesus’ friends feel? How do you feel?
AT2 (ii); Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Say what they wonder about

· Pairs: the children can discuss what they have learned and think of questions that they may find difficult to answer. (‘Not easy being good all the time’/ ‘Jesus is alive’?)
· Share these with the class and encourage discussion and sharing of opinion on a class ‘Wonder wall’.  
Level 2

AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Retell some special stories about religious events and people

· Read together ‘Beginning a special time for giving’ and discuss the Key questions. 
Keep notes on the answers to the questions. Use these to retell/sequence the story in pictures and words.
· Produce a simple leaflet/poster for a younger child recounting the events of Ash Wednesday.
· Role- play some of the events of Easter week.
· In pairs, pupils have a telephone conversation at the end of Good Friday (or Easter Sunday) recalling the events of the day.

· Create a storyboard retelling the story ‘Jesus gives his life’. P.282/3

· Activity: An e-mail from the past. Having listened to the stories of ‘Jesus gives his life’ and ‘John’s Story’ p217, ask pupils to choose a character from one of the stories. Write an email as that character to someone in the present day retelling what happened on that day.

· Pretend you are a character in the Holy week stories (e.g. Jesus, Mary, Peter etc) and write a daily blog for your friends about the events of the week as they happen.
AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual – Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols

· Paint black crosses. Discuss what this means and surround the cross with key words and phrases.

· Provide a range of Easter/Lent signs and symbols for children to discuss. Record their thoughts and describe each. (A cross/purple cloth/crucifix).

· Listen to some of the songs on page 283. Display and describe some of the meaning within the songs through dance, words or pictures.

·  Using a selection of images from Church Story 2 p65-67 describe how the parish family celebrates Ash Wednesday and Lent.

· Make a booklet for Year 1 pupils, using words and pictures, describing some of the actions and symbols used during Lent. 
AT1(iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers

· Create a Venn diagram of the different ways that you can give/give up during Lent.

· Complete some Lenten promise cards at home and at school to create a Lenten Promise Book.

· Having read and discussed the two stories of the crucifixion (p.283) discuss; ‘How did Jesus give of himself?’- how can we give during Lent and in our daily lives?

· Role play/draw or write about different ways self-giving can be lived out during Lent.
· Design a poster with suggestions of how Christians might be self-giving during Lent.
AT2 (i):_ Engagement with their own and others’ beliefs and values – Ask and respond to questions about their own & others’ experiences & feelings

· In pairs or small groups reflect on how we and others give. Design questions for each other based on the challenges and rewards of giving.

· Using the interactive version of the Easter story (www.dltk-bible.com/guides/easter-index.htm) look at the different emotions that the central characters felt. Design and use emotion picture cards to describe how each character was feeling, giving reasons for their choices.
.AT2(ii); Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Ask questions about what they wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer.
· Think of some questions about the Easter story which you wonder about and find difficult to understand. Share these with one another.

· Create an ‘I wonder about’ wall where children explore questions about the topic. These can be attached throughout the topic and reviewed each week.

Level 3

AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Make links between religious stories and  beliefs 
· As a class discuss the washing of the disciples’ feet during the Last Supper– share ideas and opinions about what Jesus believed in order to enable him to act in this way. 

· Design an information sheet which outlines what Christians can learn about self-giving from the stories Jesus told. How can we live out this message?

· Investigate Church’ Story 3 (pp.96-99) – What are Christians asked to do during this time?

Make a chart/list/circle map/poster showing ways you might try to give during Lent.

AT1 (ii): Celebration and ritual – Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols
· Hold a class debate: ‘Why did Jesus do what he did’- exploring key events, reasons and sacrifices.
· Design a simple guide for non-Christian, giving reasons as to how and why Christians give themselves for others during this time.
· Create a glossary of words and phrases linked to the season of Lent and Easter.
AT1 (iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Give reasons for certain actions by believers
· Using a flow chart record an act of self-giving then the reason for it. Record the story of Jesus washing his friends’ feet and then the reason for it. The final sections should link to his final sacrifice on the cross.

· Invite the children to list acts of self-giving and then to link it to Jesus’ example of sacrifice.

      In pairs, give reasons for your choices and answers.

· Write a radio 'thought for the day' or advert with a Lent/Self-Giving theme e.g. Lenten Family Fast Day. Give reasons as to why Christians should fast, pray and give to others in Lent.
AT2 (i):_ Engagement with their own and others’ beliefs and values – Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others
· Using The Beatitudes – ‘A New Way of Living’ (Matthew 5:1-17), God’s Story 3 p.97, finish each line with a real life example;

You will be blessed if you have a generous heart, when you………….

You will be blessed if you reach out to those who grieve, when you……..

· Create a collage of ways in which Christians can pray/fast/ and give alms.

AT2 (ii); Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer
· Using the Sieger Koder painting ‘The washing of the feet’ hold a class discussion, comparing their own and others’ ideas about this event (and the crucifixion) and questions which are difficult to answer. 

· Think about what you have learned in the topic. Individually or in pairs, think of a question which you would find difficult to answer, share and discuss this with someone else.

Level 4
AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences; making links between them

· Having read ‘The washing of the feet’ discuss the key questions, encouraging links to be made between the messages within the story and the link to our lives.(Church’s Story 3 )

· In groups produce examples of how we can be disciples today through ‘noticing what people need’. Feedback to the class.

· Pupils read and discuss Psalm 22 (p.415). What do they understand this to mean? In pairs or individually, write our own Psalm based on Psalm 22.

· Paint/draw a picture based on Good Friday or Easter Sunday. Think about the ideas, beliefs, feelings and experiences you want to express and how this can be conveyed through, colour, shapes, texture etc. Describe your picture.
· Write a letter to local shop/stationers describing why they should stock religious Easter cards relating your argument to Christian beliefs, scripture and your ideas, feelings and experiences.
· Write an article for a religious magazine about your findings and conclusions, having explored a range of, scripture texts, liturgies, and traditions on Lent/Easter to show understanding of the links between them and their connection with Catholic beliefs and experiences of Lent/Easter

AT1(ii): Celebration and ritual - Use religious terms to show an understanding of different liturgies

· Assign different groups the task of researching and feeding back to the class about one aspect of the Easter story. Each group can explore the readings used and examples of liturgies used during that given day. Groups could plan their own liturgy, using the five themes within the liturgy planner. 

· Design a class liturgy to celebrate the theme of ‘Holy Thursday’, taking into account various aspects of service (meal, washing of feet) (Ch St 3 p 102). Then write a penitential service based on the same theme.

· Write an article for ‘The Universe’ or the diocesan Catholic paper about the different liturgies you have attended during the Holy Week Triduum. In your article demonstrate that you have an understanding of the different liturgies – how they are linked together and their similarities and differences. (Pupils with poor writing skills could present this in the form of a table). 

· Use a Venn diagram showing differences and areas of similarity between the celebration of Holy Thursday and the Easter Vigil (Ch St 3 p 102 – 110)

AT1(iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life 

· How can we give to others during Lent? Make a ‘Giving tree’ or a ‘Treasure chest’ – on a leaf/coin write about ways in which you are going to give this Lent.
· In what ways did Jesus ‘give’? How did he show us how to live? Make a Lent calendar indicating in each day a way you could give to others.
· Invite priest/SVP member/Eucharistic Minister/CAFOD worker, and interview them about how their belief in the message of ‘self-giving shapes their life. Record the interview for the school magazine/newsletter.

· You have been invited to speak on a radio programme about how belief in what is celebrated during  the seasons of Lent and Easter shapes your life/the life of a Christian today. Choose a title. Make a note of your main points. Write a short script. Deliver your speech.

· Ask pupils to devise situations/scenarios where moral decisions need to be made which require people to be self-giving, e.g. whether we should give our money to CAFOD or spend it on ourselves; whether we should take the last piece of cake when we want it.  Ask them to act out the scenarios for the class and include thoughts which enabled individuals to make the right choices.

AT2 (i): Engagement with own and others beliefs and values – Show how own and others’ decisions are informed by beliefs and values

· Present the class with a series of scenarios. Invite the children to decide what they would do next based on what they have read and learned about during this topic e.g. helping those who have little, giving more time to someone/something. 
· Using a game show format the children can partake in ‘Do the right thing’ – where ‘contestants’ have to make the right choice based on their beliefs and values.
· Use picture of Jesus washing feet.  How do the beliefs and values expressed in the picture/scripture passage inform how Christians make decisions today?

· Write a letter or give a ‘presentation speech’ to CAFOD to accompany the money your class have raised/saved during Lent. In the letter/speech show what beliefs and values informed you and your class’ decision to give money to CAFOD during Lent. 

· Work in groups to identify what beliefs and values are expressed in the hymn ‘Servant King’. Devise scenarios at home and in school where these beliefs and values inform the right decisions to make.   Share with the rest of the class.

AT2 (ii): Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching

· Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice- discuss the impact of this on our lives and how it is others have come to make sacrifices in their lives also.
· Reflect on the work we have done. Write down one question which you would like to be answered in relation to this topic. Hold a class discussion using these questions to stimulate thought.
· Prepare a PowerPoint to answer the question ‘why should we be generous towards others?’  Use Scripture and Lent/Easter practices and celebrations to back up your viewpoint. Share with the rest of the class.

Level 5

AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Identify sources of religious belief and explain how distinctive religious beliefs arise

· Locate and read Matthew 25: 35-40. Identify key phrases within the passage which highlight that in loving and caring for other people we are loving and caring for Jesus. Record these.
· Based on the scripture passage, prepare a presentation on the self-offering of Jesus and how we as Christians can live this out.
AT1(ii): Celebration and ritual – Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of a variety of forms of worship
· Research the action of sacrifice and that of spiritual sacrifice (p.386). 
· Through a PowerPoint presentation (or similar) explain and describe the meaning, purpose of sacrifice and what this might look like through our thought, actions and worship.
AT1(iii): Social and moral practices and way of life – Identify similarities and differences between peoples’ responses to social and moral issues because of their beliefs. 
· In pairs, design and produce a PowerPoint presentation (or similar) on a topical issue/news story based on the action(s) of those who display acts of giving up their own needs in order to help someone else.
AT2(i): Engagement with own and others beliefs and values –Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence me and others 

· From the above task discuss what it is which drives people to display such acts of self-giving, linked to their beliefs and values.
· Research the life of such a person and draw up a critique of the beliefs and values which have inspired and influenced them.       .
AT2(ii): Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teaching give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of human life

· With reference to Matthew 25: 35-40,invite the pupils to demonstrate and explain how they might lead their lives in accordance with this scripture passage and how loving and caring for others gives meaning and purpose to human life.
· Design and draw up a ‘Charter to live by’ based on the teachings and messages within the Scripture passage.
