SOME SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT THE ‘CELEBRATIONS’ TOPIC

Below are SOME EXAMPLES of the kind of activities you might use to ensure sufficient level of challenge for each level of attainment in some of the strands. Setting the right activities and using the right language is key at the planning stage. 
Adapt archived material from some of the other topics to give you more ideas.

Level 1
AT1i - Recognise some religious stories
AT1ii - Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases.

· A sorting activity using pictures: 

Collect a number of pictures of celebrations. Some need to be related to parish celebrations e.g. from Church’s Story books and CD and Welcome to the Mass (St Paul’s); some related to family/school celebrations.

As an individual, small group or class activity, ask pupils to:

Identify and name which pictures are ‘religious’.
· Activity – Picture labelling.

Using some of the pictures from Church’s Story 2 p6-25 ask the children to talk about/label/write/scribe what they see and what is happening, using religious words and phrases.

AT2i - Talk about their experiences and feelings
· Set up a Circle Time session focussing on ‘I remember when I celebrated………’

· Draw a picture of a family celebration with faces annotated to show feelings of themselves and others and talk about it or bring in pictures from home of celebrations and talk about them.

· In pairs, discuss Church Story 1 p 30/31: ‘What do you think the children are celebrating?’  ‘How do they feel?’  How would you feel if you were at this celebration?
at2ii – Say what they wonder about 
· Begin the topic with a picture of a celebration.  Invite children to say what they wonder about the picture (in groups or class circle time). Record using ‘thought bubbles’ or ‘wonderwall’ (or any other appropriate way)

Level 2
AT1i – Retell some special stories about religious events and people
· Activity using film:
Watch clip from Miracle Maker of Jesus in the Temple. Create a storyboard retelling the story.
· Activity: An e-mail from the past.

Having listened to the stories of the Flight into Egypt and the Finding in the Temple, ask pupils to choose a character from one of the stories. Write an email as that character to someone in the present day retelling what happened on that day.
· Activity: Write a Newspaper report telling the story of Presentation or pretend you are a TV reporter and record your report for TV. 
AT1ii – Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols.

· Using a selection of images from Church Story 2/Welcome to the Mass describe how the parish family celebrates a Sunday (Saturday evening) Mass.
· Make a poster to show what happens in the parish/school on the feast of the Presentation using key vocabulary.  Talk to a partner/group/class/teacher about it describing what is happening. 

· Dramatise ‘the parish celebrates’. Sequence/tell the story using words and pictures.

AT 1 (iii) -   Social and moral practices and way of life – Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers

· Write/create a list of ‘School Rules’ for a new pupil, following St Paul’s advice from his letter to the Colossians (3: 12-17 Here I Am p 270.)

· Retell or dramatise ‘the parish celebrates a feast day’. Discuss/write about how Catholics celebrate mass together on a Sunday.

· Give each child a picture of the local church and ask them to answer the question ‘What celebrations happen here and why’?  Record in any appropriate form.

AT 2 (ii):  Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose –Ask questions about what they and others wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer

· Draw up a list of questions would you like to ask Mary (after the Presentation in the Temple).

Classify questions into  
-
Only one answer








Lots of different answers








Difficult to answer

· Church Story 2 p 33 – thought bubble of ‘I wonder...’ coming out of the little boy’s wearing a red tie’s head. Children complete thought bubble individually then share with others in a group. Each child in the group can then classify the questions into 2 groups: 1. Questions I could answer. 2. Questions I find difficult to answer.

Level 3
AT1ii – Use developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols
· Having explored the actions and symbols used in Matrimony/Ordination, use the pictures from Church’s Story 3 to sequence the celebration, explaining why rings are exchanged/the priest’s hands are anointed etc.
· Make a glossary/chart of the reason why symbols are used in Sacraments, i.e.:

	Sacrament 
	What is said
	What is done
	Reason for action/symbols

	Baptism
	I baptise you….
	Pouring water
	Gift of new life


· Using religious vocabulary, give a running commentary for a video clip of one of the Sacraments for a TV programme. Ensure you give viewers the reasons for the actions and symbols being used.
AT1iii – Give reasons for certain actions by believers.
· Using pictures, digital images, digital camera

Invite your Parish Priest (or a married person) into school. Use a digital camera or video to record the interview. Ask pupils to write questions to ask the priest (married person) about his ordination (wedding/marriage) and his decision to become a priest (get married in church). Write a report of the visit.

(Could be raised to Level 4 if pupil can show an understanding of how belief in the priesthood/sacrament of marriage has shaped their lives. See Exemplification of Standards Booklet, p40.)
AT 2 (i):  Engagement with their own and others’ beliefs and values – Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others 

· Interview the local parish priest, nun or deacon.  Ask prepared questions on why they chose a religious order. Identify any feelings and beliefs which led to their choice.
AT 2 (ii):  Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Compare their own and other peoples’ ideas about questions that are difficult to answer.

· Create a ‘Wonderwall’.  Each child can add at least 2 questions they find difficult to answer about the Sacraments studied.  ‘Share and compare’ their questions with a partner to find similarities and differences or to draw a conclusions about their difficult questions. Each child to record:  



      1.
My questions

                                         2. (Name of other child)’s questions

                                         3. Similarities/differences/conclusion

Level 4
AT1ii – Show understanding of different liturgies.
Draw a Double Bubble diagram. Use religious terms to show the similarities and differences between Anointing the Sick and a Funeral Mass.
AT1iii – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life.
· Watch a video clip of Anointing the Sick celebration at Lourdes or interview a pilgrim. Discuss why people visit Lourdes, what effect it has on them. Write a letter from a visitor to Lourdes telling a friend about the experience.
· Construct a timeline/diagram/mindmap taking a person from ‘cradle to grave’. Write/draw on it a range of religious celebrations throughout their life. Write about how each of the celebrations had an effect on the person and shaped the way they lived their life.
AT2ii – Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching.

· Set up a class/group debate to argue ‘Why is Anointing of the Sick an important sacrament for Catholics?’
· Write a persuasive/convincing argument on either ‘Why have a funeral mass?’ or ‘What’s the point of receiving the anointing of the sick?’.

             Persuading
· I think the main meaning of a funeral mass/anointing is ..

· Some people say .. but I disagree because..

· The reason I believe this is..

            Convincing
· The main emphasis of our celebration has to be… because

· I’m sure what matters most is … 
AT 1 (i):  Beliefs, teachings and sources – Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences making links between them.
Write a paragraph to describe what beliefs about God are expressed in the special prayers for a funeral mass (p 396) and say how they make you feel. Do they remind you of any event you have experienced? Link these beliefs to any scripture passages they remind you of.

Level 5
AT 1 (ii):  Celebration and ritual – Recognise Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of a variety of forms of worship.
At the end of ‘Relate’ create a power point presentation describing and explaining the meaning and purpose of the sacrament of the sick and a funeral mass. (Include words, symbols and actions).

AT2ii – Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teaching give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of human life

At the end of the topic ask the Big Questions around sickness and death. What do Christians believe and how does this differ from someone who doesn’t believe in God. 
AT2i – Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others.
Draw a timeline of sacraments received in a person’s life. Use it to prepare a PowerPoint presentation explaining how the beliefs and values in some of the sacraments influence and inspire you and others.
