You may like to make a focal point for people to gather round.
Beside the Scriptures place a lighted candle and  

some artefacts / pictures which symbolise  

“Celebrations” for us. 

Reader 1
We gather together in the name of the father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Celebrations are an essential and enjoyable part of life for people of every age and faith.  The cycle of a year and the span of a lifetime bring occasions for regular celebrations as well as unexpected surprises when people want to celebrate with their friends.

The liturgical year is the name given to seasons and feasts celebrated by the Church. Of course every Sunday – the day of Jesus’ resurrection – the Church celebrates and shares in the sacrifice of Jesus’ dying and rising by doing what Christ did at the last supper. The sacraments are also special celebrations where Christ’s can touch people’s lives at important moments. They are often grouped as follows: Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist; Sacraments of Healing – Confession/Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick; and Sacraments of Service and Commitment – Marriage and Ordination.
Reader 2
The word ‘sacrament’ means ‘an effective sign of something hidden which comes from God’. Catholics believe that the sacraments are visible ways in which the invisible gifts of God’s love and mercy (grace) are given to us through the Holy Spirit. They are outward signs of inward grace through which we share God’s life. The sacraments were entrusted to the Church by Jesus and they are administered through liturgical rites (prayer services) which usually take place in church but may also be celebrated elsewhere (for example, in schools, homes, hospitals and prisons).

Let us now listen to a short gospel reading reminding us that whenever we gather to celebrate God is with us. 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew         

Glory to You O Lord
Whenever two of you on 

earth agree about anything you pray for, it will 

 be done for you by my Father in heaven. For   

 when two or three come together in my name, I 
 am there with them. 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ   
(pause for silent reflection)
Let us now join 

together in the prayer that Christ taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven………
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