SOME TEACHING & LEARNING STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT THE

 ‘SPECIAL PEOPLE ’ TOPIC.

Below are SOME EXAMPLES of the kind of activities you might use to ensure sufficient level of challenge for each level of attainment in some of the strands. Setting the right activities and using the right language is key at the planning stage. Adapt archived material from some of the other topics to give you more ideas.

Level 1

AT1ii – Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases.
AT1iii - Recognise that people because of their religion act in a particular way.

Activity – Picture labelling.
Using some of the pictures from Church’s Story 2 p6-25 ask the children to talk about/label/write/scribe what they see and what is happening using religious words and phrases.
Level 2
AT1ii – Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols.

AT1iii - Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers.

Activity – Zig Zag Book

Make a zigzag book describing the work of some of the people who minister in the Church e.g. altar server, organist, priest, reader etc   

AT1iii - Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers.

Activity – ‘Jesus is special for the parish family’.

Using pictures from Church’s Story 2 p6-25, describe what is happening in some of the pictures showing Jesus is special for the parish family.
Level 3
AT1i – Make links between religious stories and beliefs.

Activity – ‘What makes Jesus a good leader to follow?’

Imagine you are Peter, one of Jesus’ apostles. Using the Scripture passages on Copymasters A & B in the folder (or any other suitable ones), prepare a speech for some friends showing why you believe Jesus is a good leader to follow.

AT1iii – Give reasons for certain actions by believers.
Activity – Carrying on Jesus’ mission.

Work in small groups to gather information from the following sources about how and why people today carry on Jesus’ mission in the Church.
e.g. Write a letter to Bishop Seamus asking him about his work as leader of the Diocese. Interview a priest you know asking how and why he leads his parish. Talk to people who minister in the parish about their work. Or use the Cathedral resource at http://resources.durhamlea.org.uk to see and hear people talking about their ministries.  Church’s Story 3 p24-26
Pool and share the information in the small groups and make a presentation for the rest of the class, using a variety of media, called  ‘People who carry on Jesus’ mission today.’

Level 4

AT1iii - Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life.

Class activity – TV Broadcast – Role play.
Split the class into pairs or small groups to research the work of people who carry on Jesus’ mission today in parishes and the Diocese – e.g. priests, catechists, deacons, religious, bishop, readers, Eucharistic ministers, St Cuthbert’s Care, Education Service, musicians, children’s liturgy leaders, youth workers, justice and peace workers, altar servers etc etc.

Children take on different characters to produce a TV broadcast showing understanding of how these people’s belief in the mission of Jesus shapes their lives.

A useful resource for ministries is the St Mary’s Cathedral resource – A Virtual Tour at http://resources.durhamlea.org.uk
Church’s Story 3 p24-26
AT2ii – Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching.
Activity – ‘What does it mean to be a leader?’
As a way of reflecting on their learning, invite children to engage with the question ‘What does it mean to be a leader?’, in the light of the Scripture, Catholic values and teachings they have explored. Present according to choice.

AT2i – Show how own and others’ decisions are informed by beliefs and values. 
Research activity.

Using websites, research the work of an organisation such as CAFOD or a religious community for example. Write an article for the school/parish magazine showing how the organisation is informed by belief in Jesus’ mission and values.
Level 5

AT2i – Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others.

Activity - Booklet
Produce a booklet on a special person (such as Desmond Tutu, Oscar Romero, Elly Jansen) explaining the beliefs and values which inspired them to carry on Jesus’ mission.
AT1i – Identify sources of religious belief and explain how distinctive beliefs arise.

Activity – ‘Jesus’ Mission’

From your learning explain what God sent Jesus to do and how he began his mission.
