FOUNDATION STAGE GUIDELINES
The following guidelines are intended to support the teaching, assessing and recording of attainment in Religious Education in Foundation Stage. 

Religious Education can make an active contribution to all the areas of learning identified in the early learning goals, but has a particularly important contribution to make to:

· Personal, social and emotional development
· Communication, language and literacy

· Knowledge and understanding of the world

· Creative development

‘During the Foundation Stage pupils may begin to explore the world of religion in terms of special people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting the parish church. They will listen to and talk about religious stories. They will be introduced to religious words and use their senses in exploring beliefs, celebrations and practices. They may reflect on their own feelings and experiences, and use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation and wonder of God’s world. In these ways they will develop their knowledge and understanding of religion and belief as well as accomplishing the early learning goals’  ( Levels of Attainment in Religious Education. P11.)
· Ensure Learning Objectives and expectations are addressed in your planning for each ‘Here I Am’ topic.

· Pupils’ performance may be assessed and recorded in a variety of ways, e.g. drawing, group mind maps, role play, dance, puppetry, discussion, and scribing of oral contributions.

· The attached sheet is designed to record individual children’s attainment in each Here I Am topic through the Early Learning Goals.

· The columns Aut 1,2,3 Sp1,2 etc refer to the terms topics. 
· Please remember that all statements will NOT relate to every topic but all statements will be covered in the course of the year. For example, ‘role play’ will probably be covered in every topic, whereas ‘pupils visit the local church’ will happen less frequently or only once. 
· As the child attains each statement, record in the box, e.g. tick, cross, colour etc. Some statements may be covered many times in a topic, e.g. ‘pupils use some stories’ and so will be attained on more than one occasion.

· The additional comments box at the bottom may be used to record if, for example, a child did particularly well or if other ELG were addressed e.g dance, physical activities etc.

· Gather evidence as you would in other areas of the early years curriculum.

· Good practice would be to have 3 pieces of evidence of attainment  ( per class) each term for your Co-ordinator.
