THE USE OF ‘KEY QUESTIONS’ IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
One of the main aims of curriculum Religious Education is to promote a knowledge and understanding of the response of faith to ultimate questions about human life, its origins and purpose. Many pupils at Key Stage 3 become more critical of religion and begin to question its relevance. This provides teachers with the opportunity to engage pupils in a range of ultimate questions; theological, spiritual and ethical; and develop reasoned, evaluative and critical thinking.

The new secondary curriculum emphasises ‘compelling learning experiences’ and recommends a more active and engaging approach to learning where students solve something, investigate reasons for things rather than be the mere recipients of knowledge. 

By giving the learning in Religious Education direction through the use of key questions, mysteries or puzzles to answer or solve, the curriculum appears much more compelling, imaginative and challenging. A key question should also be relevant to students’ interests and concerns.  Topics such as ‘The Sacrament of Reconciliation’ may not capture the attention and interest of a student in the same way as a question such as ‘Are there limits to forgiveness?’
It is for these reasons that that the diocesan exemplar of a three year overview
of the Key Stage 3 Religious Education curriculum (Long–Term Plan) uses key questions as headings for each unit of work. It also suggests lesson questions for groups of lessons which help to answer the key unit question. The unit of work produced by the diocesan working party, ‘Are there limits to forgiveness?’ gives an example of how the majority of lessons can be approached with a question. 
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