PLANNING AT KEY STAGE 3
Religious Education should be taught continuously throughout Key Stage 3 and with 10% curriculum time allocated to cover the scheme of work. What constitutes curriculum Religious Education is clearly stated in the Bishops’ Conference document Religious Education in Catholic Schools (2000). 
Generally Religious Education will be taught weekly, although it may be appropriate, on occasion, to teach it in a connected block of time (e.g. whole day, whole afternoon) or through participation in appropriate cross-curricular projects or links. When this happens it must be incorporated into Religious Education planning and Religious Education concepts, attitudes, skills and knowledge should be clearly identifiable. Parents who wish to withdraw their children from Religious Education must be able to do so. It is not recommended that Religious Education is taught as part of an integrated Humanities unit or as part of a PSHE/Citizenship programme as this does not allow for deeper learning of religious concepts and can lead to confusion as subject boundaries become blurred. Time allocations do not include Collective Worship as this is not part of the Religious Education curriculum even though there may be, at times, a strong connection with the themes explored in Religious Education.

When planning a Scheme of Work, teachers should devise an overall key question for each unit which will enable pupils to deepen their understanding of beliefs and concepts and engage in evaluative and critical thinking. (Refer to exemplar Long-Term Plan for examples of key questions). Each unit will cover half a term (approximately 6 weeks or 15 hours).  Key content should then be identified (see the KS3 programme of study – especially the section ‘Range and Content).

A Long Term Plan at Key Stage 3 should consist of several single religious units (e.g. ‘Can war ever be right and moral?’) which simply identifies basic content and key concepts covered. Some units will draw content from more than one religion. 

The Levels of Attainment should be used at the start of the Medium-Term Planning process for each unit of work in order to identify the appropriate level of challenge for pupils (what pupils will be expected to know, understand and do).  Pupils at Key Stage 3 are generally working around levels 3-7 with most pupils attaining levels 6/7 at the end of key stage. Integrating the levels of attainment, the key concepts and processes and areas of study – which are common to all key stages – enables continuity and development.
Lesson questions could be devised for each lesson (refer to the unit of work, ‘Are there limits to forgiveness’? or group of lessons (refer to exemplar Long-Term Plan) which help to answer the key unit question and which take account of the development of skills values and attitudes. 
